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The accreditation process includes an assessment of a provider's quality assurance and 
continuous improvement mechanisms, as well as ensuring that the provider has a nationally 
endorsed teaching performance assessment which all graduates must successfully complete.
More information on the accreditation process can be found on the AITSL website - Accreditation 
Standards and Procedures https://www.aitsl.edu.au/deliver-ite-programs/standards-and-procedures
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The accreditation process involves a rigorous 
assessment against a set of nationally agreed 
standards. Accreditation standards and 
procedures are designed to ensure that all 
graduates of Initial Teacher Education (ITE)
programs meet the Australian Professional 
Standards for Teachers at the Graduate career 
stage. This assessment ensures the program is 
of high quality and prepares pre-service 
teachers for the teaching profession.
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Quality Assurance processes in place
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Program description and rationale
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Conditions placed on the accreditation (section 74 (4) ACT Teacher Quality Institute 2010)
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More information about each accredited course of initial teacher education


	Jurisdiction: Australian Capital Territory
	Provider: University of Canberra (UC)
	Minimum Program Duration: 4 years
	Program Type: Undergraduate
	load EFTSL: 4 years
	Stage of schooling: Primary and Early Childhood
	undefined: On campus
	Campus locations: Bruce, ACT
	Initial Teacher Education Program Accreditation Summary   3: At their core, programs of Initial Teacher Education at the University of Canberra aim to equip pre- service teachers to develop a coherent suite of skills, understandings, knowledges and experiences for the learning, teaching, assessment and reporting that comprise school-based education. Over the course of four-year undergraduate courses (or two-year post-graduate qualifications) pre-service teachers practice a cycle of planning, teaching and reflecting for the purpose of continual improvement as they engage professionally with colleagues, parents/carers and community representatives with vested interests in education.All undergraduate courses require the completion of 32 units of study (or their equivalent) to achieve 96 credit points over four years (full time). Post-graduate Master of Teaching courses require the completion of 16 units (or equivalent) to achieve 48 credit points over two years’ full-time study. Core units of study vary between undergraduate and post-graduate courses (and within programs, depending on specialisation), but all courses include core units that require pre-service teachers to engage with theories of human development and learning, exploring the complex layers of diversity present in any school; all courses also require pre-service teachers to interpret, interrogate and apply curriculum in foundational units to discover the ways in which it informs planning, assessment and reporting procedures; they must examine the Professional Standards and policy frameworks that shape the work teachers do in professional studies units; they also demonstrate their knowledge and skills as they plan and develop appropriate and engaging teaching activities for school students from a diverse range of backgrounds and implement effective assessment strategies as they engage in a minimum of 80 days’ professional experience in schools (60 days in post-graduate qualifications).A central theoretical focus of all ITE courses is the concept of pedagogical content knowledge (PCK). PCK units (teaching method units in post-graduate courses) draw on professional and disciplinary studies to ensure that pre-service teachers develop and demonstrate specialised knowledge and skills. Through the experience of Clinical Teaching Workshops and extended Professional Experience Placements in each year of study, knowledge of pedagogical theoretical frameworks is applied directly to teaching practice according to a structure that scaffolds the teaching and learning cycle. In this way, pre-service teachers work to establish a coherent and robust professional identity to ensure that they are ‘classroom ready’ at the point of course completion. In Primary and Early Childhood courses, pedagogical content knowledge focuses on the Key Learning Areas of English, Mathematics, Science, PDHPE, Creative and Performing Arts and Humanities and Social Sciences. A discrete emphasis is placed on the interdisciplinary connection between these areas, particularly between Science and the Arts. Pre-service teachers working towards a qualification in Primary Teaching have the option to specialise further in either PDHPE, STEM, Creative Arts or Early Childhood Education. In Secondary- focused undergraduate courses, pre-service teachers undertake combined study of education and a chosen specialisation in either Arts (including options for Languages and Humanities and Social Sciences), Science (including options for digital and industrial Technologies) or PDHPE.The theoretical emphasis on PCK and the conceptual intention to bring theory and practice together has been manifested in the development of the UC Affiliated Schools Program (a partnership between the University and ACT Government for Innovation, Research and Teacher Professional Development). The shared understandings which have been developed through this program address the ACT Future of Education Plan and the ACT Education Directorate’s Strategic Plan and will continue to respond to the jurisdictional context over time.
	Initial Teacher Education Program Accreditation Summary   5: Bachelor of Primary Education (321JA)Bachelor of Primary Education (STEM) (322JA)Bachelor of Primary Education (Creative Arts) (323JA)Bachelor of Primary Education (HPE) (324JA)Bachelor of Early Childhood and Primary Education (326JA)Bachelor of Secondary Education (Arts) (347JA)Bachelor of Secondary Education (Science) (348JA)Bachelor of Secondary Education (HPE) (330JA)Master of Primary Teaching (EDM001)Master of Secondary Teaching (EDM101)
	Program Title: Bachelor of Primary Education (321JA), Bachelor of Primary Education (STeM) (322JA), Bachelor of Primary Education (Creative Arts) (323JA), Bachelor of Primary Education(Health and Physical Education) (324JA), Bachelor of Early Childhood and Primary Education (326JA)
	Accreditation Outcome: Approved
	Date3_af_date: 31-12-2025
	QA Process Plan: There are many layers of quality assurance present in programs of initial teacher education at the University of Canberra. Changes to the content schedule or assessment structure of units must be approved by both program directors and the Associate Dean of Education to ensure they do not compromise a unit’s ability to meet learning outcomes or associated professional standards. A Program Review Group meets weekly to discuss improvements and challenges to the teaching and learning of ITE programs and they make recommendations to the more formal mechanism of the Faculty Board. At University level, changes, student success data or new initiatives are considered by the University Education Committee and the University’s Academic Board, while data, changes and new initiatives specific to admissions are considered by the UniversityAdmissions Committee and Academic Board. The University’s Learning and Teaching unit provides support and critical review focused on course improvements and internal accreditation (TEQSA) while the Faculty regularly engages in external review and consultation, especially prior to new cycles of accreditation. The Affiliate Schools Deed signed by representatives of the University of Education and ACT Education Directorate requires a Steering Committee to meet at least twice a year, at which key members of the Faculty of Education provide a report to the Affiliate Schools’ representatives. In addition to this, a working group composed of both university and ACT directorate staff meet 6 to 8 times a year. Both groups are identified in the terms of reference for the Affiliate Schools Deed and are key contributors to the reflection on and improvement of the Affiliate Schools initiative. An extension/expansion of the Affiliate Schools Network was part of its design and five-year plan from the very outset; the impact of COVID-19 on the timeline of this plan has not yet fully been taken into account, but the plan is still a major element of the Affiliate Schools initiative and is not limited to ACT Government Schools.
	Conditions: NIL
	Date of approval: 12-Oct-2020


