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Purpose 
Th i s  poli cy sets o ut th e framework fo r the assessment o f qualif ications fo r registration wi th 
th e ACT Teach er Quality In stitute (TQI) under  the ACT Teacher Quality  Institute Ac t 2010 
( th e Ac t) . The pol icy supports the i ntention o f the Ac t that only  suitably  qualif ied teachers  
wo rk  i n ACT schools. 

Application 
Th i s  poli cy appl ies to an y p erson apply ing fo r regis tration un der  the Ac t and to  any ap proved 
teach er  apply ing for renewal of th ei r approval under  the Ac t. 

Legislative reference 
Th e l eg islative bas is fo r th e p rinc iples and d irec tions  set o ut i n th is pol icy i s p rovided by  the 
fo l l owing p arts o f the Ac t:   

•  Par t 4 – Reg i s tration and p ermits to teach 
•  Par t 8 – No ti f i cation an d review of d ecisions.  

Oth er  relevant l egislation inc ludes : 

•  ACT Teacher  Quality  Ins titute Regulation 2010 (as  amended 2019)  
•  Mutual Recognit ion Ac t (Aus tralian Capital Terr itory)  Ac t 1992 
•  Trans -Tasman Mutual Recognit ion Ac t 1997.  

Rel ated  TQI polic ies: 

•  Teacher  Regis tration and Permit to Teach Polic y. 
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Qualification assessment 

Prescribed qualification requirement  

•  A co urse o f pre-service teacher  education consisting o f at l eas t fo ur years o f higher 
ed ucati on s tudy i ncluding an acc redited p re-servi ce ( init ial) teacher  education p rogram 
o r  an  acc redited graduate pre-service teacher  education p rogram, or  

•  A co urse o f teacher ed ucation prov ided by  a un i versi ty  or  higher ed ucation p rov ider ; and 
th at th e TQI i s satisf ied i s equival ent to th e above. 

Recognised qualifications  

TQI wi l l recogni se qualif ications awarded by  an  Aus tralian accredited higher  education 
p ro vider . A h i gher ed ucation p rovider  is  a bo dy that i s es tablished or  recognised by  or  under 
th e l aw o f th e Aus tralian Government, a State, th e Aus tralian Capi tal Ter ritory  or  the 
No r th ern Terr itory. 

In i t i al teacher ed ucation p rograms  will  be recognised wh ere the p rogram h as  been 
acc red ited by  an y Aus tralian teacher regulatory  authority.  

Overseas h igher education and i nit ial teacher education p rograms wi ll be recognised where 
th ey  h ave been  awarded by  i nstitutions l is ted i n the Aus tralian Government: Aus tralian 
Ed ucati on International, Co untry  Education Profiles (AEI CEP)  o r  a l is t o r d irec tory 
reco mmended i n the CEP fo r th at country. W here a q ualif ication i s p rovided from a country 
n o t i nc luded i n CEP, UK NARIC wi l l be referenced as  the author itative source of 
ap p ropriately accredi ted i nstitutions i n th at country. 

Equivalent program structures  

Teach er  education wil l cons ist of recognised p rograms  of at l east four  years o f h igher 
ed ucati on s tudy l eading to the award of a d egree i n ed ucation/teaching or  a combination o f 
un d ergraduate s tudy and g raduate ini tial teacher ed ucation s tudy that l ead to the award of a 
sch ool teaching qualif ication as  outlined below. 

•  A reco gnised academic d egree or  equivalent d iploma o f at l east three years  duration 
( ful l - time o r eq uivalent) together wi th an other  recognised course o f at l eas t o ne year  
( ful l - time o r eq uivalent) i nit ial pr imary an d/or  secondary teacher  education, such as  a 
Di p l oma in Ed ucation/Teaching, Graduate En try Bachelor  of Ed ucation o r Mas ter o f 
Teach ing o r; 

•  A reco gnised fo ur  year ( full-t ime o r eq ui valent)  Bachelor o f Pr i mary Ed ucation, Bachelor 
o f Ed ucation Ear ly  Childhood and Pr imary or  Bachelor o f Sec ondary  Education 
q ual i f ications or ; 

•  A reco gnised fo ur  year ( full-t ime o r eq ui valent)  pr imary o r secondary  teaching double 
d eg ree such as  a Bachelor o f Ar ts/Bachelor o f Teaching (Primary o r Secondary) o r 
eq ui valent qualif ications. 

 
TQI wi l l al so accept 
•  A reco gnised two o r th ree-year  ( full -t ime or  equivalent) post-Year 12 i nit ial course o f 

p r i mary o r secondary teacher  education, such as  a Trained Teachers Cer tif icate o r 
Di p l oma of Teaching, together  with fur ther  recognised awarded h igher  education 
q ual i f ications to a to tal combination o f four o r mo re years  ( full  t ime eq ui valent) . 

Teaching and/or tertiary qualifications documentation: 

Cer ti f i ed f inal academic transcripts fo r each qualif ication are required to support a 
reg i s tration ap plication. Transcr ipts  must i nclude the n ame of course, year o f completion, 
n ame o f i n stitution, s tate o r country i n which it  was  under taken, l ength o f course ( ful l-t ime 
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eq ui valent) and ev idence that the q ualif ication has been  compl eted.  W here i t  i s n ot poss ible 
to  o btai n f inal academic transcr ipts  at the t i me of submitt ing an appl ication, TQI may accept 
th e d eg ree tes tamur  if  i t  can be es tabl ished that the award meets  registration requirements , 
o n  th e condit ion th at th e applicant submit the required transcr ipt at a l ater  d ate. 

Overseas qualifications 
Qual i f ications o btained i n a country  other th an Aus trali a (unless current teacher  regi stration 
wi th  an other  Aus tralian State/Terr itory o r th e New Zeal and Teachers Counci l i s ev ident)  will 
be assessed based on i nformation sourced from th e AEI CEP an d/or UK NARIC.  

W h ere teachers h ave met th e requirements d escr ibed in AEI CEP o r  UK NARIC fo r  el igibility 
to  teach  i n schools i n the country i n which th ey g ained th eir q ual ifi cation, these requirements 
wi l l  be assessed to d etermine comparabi lity to o ne of the p rogram s truc tures  in 4.3. 

If  q ual i f ications are not d escr ibed i n AEI CEP o r  UK NARIC, ap pli cants  must p rovide 
cer t i f ication from the Uni versity o r th e country ’s Ed ucation Dep artment o r ap propriate 
auth o r ity, indicating that the p rogram o f s tudy  was a p rogram accredited as  a h igher 
ed ucati on p rogram i n th at country by  the ap propriate authority. 

If  th e o verseas q ualif ications  inc lude i nit ial teacher education, the above cer t ifi cation mus t 
co n firm th e program was a h igher  education program approved fo r th e award o f a school 
teach i ng qualif ication. A s tatement mus t al so be p rovided to  show that the p rogram o f ini tial  
teach er  education required supervised school  teaching practice and d ocument th e number of 
d ays  o r h ours required. These q ualif ications  will  be assessed o n a case by case bas is  and 
may  be refer red  to th e Teacher  Professional Regis tration Co mmittee (TPRC)  for 
co n sideration. The TPRC will  cons ider  whether the q ualif ications have suff icient recognised 
h i g her ed ucation s tudy and i nit ial teacher  education comparable to o ne o f the p rogram 
s truc tures  in 4.3. 

Supervised practice teaching 
Al l  ap p licants mus t provide ev idence o f completion o f school teaching p ractice under taken 
as  p ar t o f th ei r i nit ial teacher ed ucation p rogram. For  programs commenced pr ior to  
1 Jan uary 2013, a s tatement confirming at l eas t 45 d ays o f superv ised teaching p ractice i n a 
sch ool sett ing must be p rovided on F inal Academic  Transcr ipts or  i n the form of a l etter from 
th e h i gher ed ucation i nstitution. Programs commenced on o r after 1 Jan uary 2013 wi ll 
req ui re teaching practice comparable to that p rescr ibed by th e Aus tralian Institute o f 
Teach ing an d School  Leadership (AITSL on Acc reditation of Init ial Teacher Education 
Programs  in Aus tralia -  Standards and Procedures) . 

W h ere i nit ial teacher  education programs h ave been completed an d ev idence o f the required 
teach i ng prac ti ce cannot be p rov ided, p ost qualif ication school teaching ev idence may  al so 
be co n sidered where ap propriate pos t q ualif ication supervisor  assessment repor ts  are 
p ro vided. 

W h ere i nit ial teacher  education programs h ave been completed i n a co untry  other th an 
Aus tral i a o r New Zeal and p rior  to 1 January 2013, TQI wi ll consider teaching practice days 
s tated  i n th e AEI CEP fo r  th e award o f the teaching q ualif ication. If  th e teaching p ractice 
d o es  not meet th e above requirements, ev idence of p ost qualif ication teaching i n a school  
may  al so  be cons idered where appropriate supervisor  assessment repor ts  are prov ided. 
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Other qualification pathways 
Teach ing q ualif ications that have been  obtained through al ternative p athways, such as 
reco gnit ion o f vocational training, may  be co nsidered appropr iate wh ere a recognised 
Un i vers ity  degree i s awarded that would otherwise require the equival ent o f fo ur years 
h i g her ed ucation s tudy. 

Deg rees  awarded by  Col leges  of Ad vanced or  Further Ed ucation will be accepted wh ere i t 
can  be d emo nstrated that the i nstitution was  an accredi ted i nstitution fo r the award of h igher 
ed ucati on d egrees at th e t ime th e award was  i ssued. 

Record keeping 
TQI reco rd keeping is  regul ated by  the Ter ritory Records Ac t 2002 an d i s man aged i n 
acco rdance wi th polic ies and g uidelines i ssued by  the ACT Ter ritory  Records  O ffice.  

Privacy 
TQI h as  i s sued a Ter r itory Pr i vacy Pr i nciple 5 (TPP 5)  n otice for  the collection of p ersonal 
i n fo rmation, i n accordance wi th th e Information Pr ivacy  Ac t 2014.  

Th e n o tice i s available on th e TQI website an d outlines: 

•  wh en  p ersonal i nformation is  collected an d how i t i s used 
•  wh en  p ersonal i nformation may be d i sclosed an d the l egislative authority fo r th at 

d i sc losure 
•  th e i mp act i f  you do n ot consent to supplying TQI with the i nformation requested 
•  wh at to  d o i f  you believe th at TQI has n ot handled your p ersonal i nformation correctly.  

To  req uest a copy  of the TPP 5 n o tice i n another format, p lease contact TQI. 

Policy information 

Approved by 

Th e ACT Teach er  Quality Ins titute Board. 

Approval date 

Curren t pol icy as  approved by  the Bo ard on 23 March 2021 

Publication of policy 

Th i s  poli cy wi ll be p ublished on th e TQI webs ite an d made available i n pr inted fo rmat on 
req ues t.  Th e version of th e p olicy  on th e TQI Po rtal website can be regarded as  the p olicy 
i n  fo rce at th at t i me. 

Review and changes to policy 

Th i s  poli cy wi ll be rev iewed every  three years from th e d ate of approval, or  ear lier i f  
req ui red. Al l changes to th e p olicy  are approved by  th e TQI Bo ard. 

https://www.tqi.act.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/1513761/Privacy-policy-December-2019.pdf
https://www.tqi.act.edu.au/about-tqi/policies

